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CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
One Flock, one Family, Living and Sharing the Love of Christ

Christmas Message 2020

Dear Beloved Parishioners,

1 greet you with the Words @( Scmjoture in joﬁn 1:5, saying, “The [zgﬁt shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it.” Once again, we are about to celebrate Christmas, we greet each other with the
words “Merry Christmas.” Yet we also know that ﬁfe is not a(ways merry for all of us, esyecia((y a(uring this
yanafemic when churches have been shut down and schools have been closed. Many yeoyﬂa have lost their J’oﬁs,

others have lost their loved ones, others are sick. T rufy, this Covid - 19 has messed up our [ives in many ways.

Amid such suﬁém’ng and g[oom, Christmas tru(y becomes the message (y( ﬁqoe for each @( us. When our
ﬁoyes are crushed, our dreams co(fa}ase, the ﬂmmanue[-gocf is with us-is cfesignea( to relieve us and Ering us
ﬁoye. The }mnafemic makes us distant from each other, but God does not Eee;p distant from us. He came to us
because he wanted to join us on the road, to [isten to our story, and to ﬁeﬁJ us realize that we are not wa(ﬁing
in circles but moving toward the house @C peace and joy. This is the great mystery of Christmas that
continues to give us comfm’t and consolation amidst the cﬁa(ﬂmges @( COVID-19, tﬁrougﬁ the birth of Jesus.
The God (f love gave us ﬁfe in sencfing his onfy Son to be with us at all times and in all ]ofaces, so that we

never ﬁave tOﬁé[[OSt in our struggfes,}mins ancfsicﬁness, Eut a(ways can trust as ﬁe Wa[ES Wﬁ'ﬁ us.

Wﬁy do bad tﬁings ﬁa}o}oen to goocf Joeqo[e? Wﬁy suﬁ(en’ng? Wﬁy the Joanafemic? We don’t know. But
what we do know is that God chooses to suﬁ(er with us. During this }oancfemic let us not allow the virus to
aﬁ(ect our hearts because we have a God who is with us, ca}aaﬁfe @C Ei[fing all the virus in the world. He is the
“Woncfmfu[ Counselor, ‘Migﬁty goaf, £ver[a5ting Father, Prince @C Peace (Cls o: 9). He comes to us every
moment to 0(1’5}96( the darkness of this world. Let us entrust the entirety (f ﬁumanity into the hands (f the
Lord ofesyite the uncertainties (f [ife, so that all may ﬁncf peace, joy and ﬁoye amidst COVID-19 to celebrate

a meaningfu[ Christmas, 2020.

Christmas is an ()Jﬁjoortunity for me to express my sincere gmtitucfe to all of you for your generosity
and support for our parisﬁ in this ﬁﬁ(icu[t year. In Joarticufar, 97 thank those who serve in the various
ministries and organizations. To these volunteers who are the heartbeat @C the yam’sﬁ, Tam tm(y indebted.

On Eeﬁagc (f Deacon Gustavo, and the }mn’sﬁ staﬁ(, 9 wish each of you a gmce-fiffecf, joyous Christmas
and a New Year fuff (f goocf health and Eﬂessings. Please be assured of my prayers for your intentions and a
remembrance at ‘J-[O[y ‘Mass. May the peace, joy, and love of the 7—[0@ Tami[y be present in your [tves each
ay (f the New Year.

Ll 8l s s 8 n L L L L Lt s 8 L L L L L s s e e s e e



Advent and Christmas Schedule 2020

All the Masses are livestreamed on the Church’ (1l Tube

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwIVIw9r7YdvitWKOVwNUmM9A

Mass
Monday — Friday: 7:30am - Livestream
Saturday: 8:00am; 5:30pm Vigil — Livestream
Sunday: 8:00am - Livestream; 10:00am (in the garden & Livestream); 12pm (in the garden & Livestream);
3:00pm (Spanish) - Livestream
Communion
Drive through communion after each Mass in front of the church.
Adoration
Fridays: 8am — 9am; First Friday: 8am-6:45pm followed by the Sacred Heart Mass at 7pm
Confession
Tuesdays: 6pm-7pm (During Advent Only); Fridays: 8am-9am; Saturdays: 4:00pm — 5:00pm
or by appointment
December 8: Feast of the Immaculate Conception- Holy Day of Obligation
Masses at 7:30 am & 7:00 pm—Livestream
December 12: Our Lady of Guadalupe Feast Day- Mass at 7:00 pm - Livestream
December 15-23: Nine Simbang Gabi Masses at 7:00 pm (Filipino Tradition)- Livestream

Christmas Eve —Thursday — all Masses will be held in the garden if it is not raining.
4:00 p.m. Children Family Mass; 6:00 p.m. English Mass; 12:00 a.m. Midnight Mass

Christmas Day-Friday- all Masses will be held in the garden if it is not raining.
8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12 noon & 3:00 p.m. (Spanish)

New Year Eve —Thursday
Vigil Mass: Mary, Mother of God, Mass @ 5:30 p.m. — Livestream

New Year Day - Friday
Solemnity of Mother of God— Holy Day of Obligation
Masses: 8:00 a.m.- livestream
& 10:00 a.m. (in the garden & livestream)

Merny Chnistmas and Fappy New Year!

Fr. Thi Van ﬂ-[oang



