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Sharing the Love of Christ

Online Live Stream Mass
Schedule for the Holy Week. Links are
available on our website and our facebook

Monday— Wednesday: 3:00pm
(With the chaplet of Divine Mercy at 2:45pm)

Easter Triduum
Holy Thursday: 7pm with Adoration
until Midnight.
Good Friday: 12pm; 3pm (Spanish) 7pm

Holy Saturday Easter Vigil
8:00pm

Easter Sunday
8am; 10am; 12:00pm;
3:00pm (Spanish)

Drive through Confession in front of
the Church During Holy Week

Holy Monday: 9am-10am & 6pm-7pm
Holy Tuesday: 9am-10am & 6pm— 7pm
Holy Wednesday: 9am-10am & 6pm-7pm
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Happy Palm Sunday!

It is hard to believe that we will celebrate our Palm Sunday without people in church;
and based on the current situation when the coronavirus positive cases increase every-
day, we may have to livestream our Triduum and Easter celebrations online as well. Sad!
We will keep you updated on our website. But at least we are still able to worship our
Lord either online or offline.

Every year when Palm Sunday comes, we hear the Passion of our Lord -how he was arrested, put on
trial, suffered and died on the cross. Same divine drama is presented every year. But my question is:
Do you hear it differently? What takeways do you have each time you celebrate Palm Sunday? Espe-
cially, this year we celebrate it in the midst of the crisis and fear of the Covid -19.

I think the best way for us to reflect on the Lord’s Passion is to share with you an inspiring story that
I found from Matthew Kelly’s book, “Rediscovering Catholicism.” This is just a story of imagination
to make a point of the sacrifice of our Lord; but it sounds like what we are facing now with the coro-
navirus outbreak.

Imagine this....You’re driving home from work next Monday after a long day. You tune in your radio.
You hear a blurb about a little village in India where some villagers have died suddenly, strangely, of a
flu that has never been seen before. It’s not influenza, but three or four people are dead. They are send-
ing some doctors over there to investigate it. You don’t think much about it, but coming home from
church on Sunday, you hear another radio spot. Only they say it’s not three villagers, it’s 30,000 villagers
in the back hills of this particular area of India.

By Monday morning when you get up, it’s the lead story. It’s not just India; it’s Pakistan, Afghanistan,
Iran, and so on. The President of France makes an announcement that shocks Europe. He is closing
their borders. No flights from India, Pakistan, or any of the countries where this thing has been seen.
And that’s why that night you are watching a little bit of CNN before going to bed. Your jaw hits your
chest when a weeping woman is translated into English from a French news program. There’s a man ly-
ing in a hospital in Paris, dying of the mystery flu. It has come to Europe. Panic strikes. As best they can
tell, after contracting the disease, you have it for a week before you even know it. Then you have four
days of unbelievable symptoms. And then you die. Britain closes its borders, but it’s too late.

And it’s Tuesday morning when the President of the United States makes the following announcement:
“Due to a national-security risk, all flights to and from Europe and Asia have been canceled. Within four
days our nation has been plunged into an unbelievable fear. People are wondering, “What if it comes to
this country?” It’s Wednesday night, and you are at a church prayer meeting when somebody runs in
from the parking lot and yells, “Turn on a radio, turn on a radio!” And while everyone in church listens
to a little transistor radio with a microphone stuck up to it, the announcement is made. Two women are
lying in a Long Island hospital, dying from the mystery flu. Within hours it seems, this disease envelops
the country.

People are working around the clock, trying to find an antidote. Nothing is working. And then all of a
sudden the news comes out. The code has been broken. A cure can be found. A vaccine can be made. It’s
going to take the blood of somebody who hasn’t been infected. Everyone is asked to do one simple thing:
Go to your downtown hospital and have your blood analyzed. That’s all we ask of you. Sure enough,
when you and your family get down there late on that Friday night, there is a long line, and they’ve got
nurses and doctors coming out and pricking fingers and taking blood and putting labels on it. Your
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Suddenly, a young man comes running out of the hospital screaming. He’s yelling a name and waving a
clipboard. What? He yells it again! And your son tugs on your jacket and says, “Daddy, that’s me.” Before
you know it, they have grabbed your boy. “Wait a minute, hold on!” And they say, “It’s okay, his blood is
clean. His blood is pure. We want to make sure he doesn’t have the disease. We think he has the right
blood type.”

Five tense minutes later, out come the doctors and nurses are crying and hugging one another — some are
even laughing. It’s the first time you have seen anybody laugh in a week, and an old doctor walks up to you
and says, “Thank you, sir. Your son’s blood is perfect. It’s clean, it is pure, and we can make the vaccine.”

As the word begins to spread all across that parking lot full of folks, people are screaming and praying
and laughing and crying. But then the gray-haired doctor pulls you and your wife aside and says, “May we
see you for a moment? We didn’t realize that the donor would be a minor and we need... we need you to
sign a consent form.”

You begin to sign and then you see that the box for the number of pints of blood to be taken is empty. “H-h
-h-how many pints?” And that is when the old doctor’s smile fades, and he says, “We had no idea it would
be a little child. We weren’t prepared. We need it all!” “But... but... I don’t understand. He’s my only
son!” “We are talking about the world here. Please sign. We... we... need to hurry!” “But can’t you give
him a transfusion?” “If we had clean blood we would. Please, will you please sign?” In numb silence you
do. Then they say, “Would you like to have a moment with him before we begin?”

Could you walk back? Could you walk back to that room where he sits on a table saying, “Daddy?
Mommy? What’s going on?” Could you take his hands and say, “Son, your mommy and I love you, and we
would never ever let anything happen to you that didn’t just have to be! Do you understand that?” And
when that old doctor comes back in and says, “I’m sorry, we’ve got to get started. People all over the world
are dying,” could you leave? Could you walk out while he is saying, “Dad? Mom? Dad? Why... why have
you abandoned me?”

And then next week, when they have the ceremony to honor your son, and some folks sleep through it, and
some folks don’t even bother to come because they have better things to do, and some folks come with a
pretentious smile and just pretend to care, would you want to jump up and say, “Excuse me! My son died
for you! Don’t you care? Does it mean nothing to you?” I wonder, is that what God wants to say? “My son
died for you. Does it mean nothing? Don’t you know how much I care?”

This story gears us to the Holy Mass. Each time we come to Mass, we celebrate the Holy Sacrifice of
our Lord in atonment for sins and death. But, my dear friends, the death of our Lord is meaningless if
we don’t feel that we are part of it, if we don’t feel that it is for us. Each time we sin against him, we dis-
obey him, we lie, we steal, we betray, we cheat, we take the holy sacrifice of the Mass for granted, we
put a nail into Christ’s heart, we crucify him.

Maybe we need a new perspective. Maybe we need to get out of our self-centeredness. Maybe we need a
perspective other than what's in it for me. There's something about coming before our God on a Sun-
day and worshipping Him, saying thank you and just being grateful. There's something about showing
up to Mass on Sunday because God shows up for us every single day of our lives.

Have a grace-filled Holy Week,

Fr. Thi Hoang
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SOMETHING IMPORTANT TO CONSIDER

With mass attendance down due to the Coronavirus, we ask that you consider signing up for Electronic Fund
Transfer so that we can keep the parish up and running during this difficult time. EFT is a safe, convenient way
to give to the parish even when you are unable to attend mass or you are away on vacation. Simply fill out the
bottom portion of this page and return it to the parish office at 3200 Harbor St., Pittsburg, CA 94565 or a form
can be mailed or emailed to you. You can also visit our web site at www.goodshepherdpittsburg.org and conven-
iently donate through the DONATION NOW BUTTON. If neither of these manners of giving suit you, you can
mail in your contributions any time you will not be present at mass or place them through the mail slot in the
parish office door. Thank you for helping keep our parish afloat during this very difficult time.

Electronic Funds Transfer
The Easy Way to Tithe!
Church of the Good Shepherd offers a FREE tithing option more convenient for many of our members
—Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) Program.
The program has been a great success since we started it several years ago.

You Tithe No More Than You Normally Do.

You Control How You Tithe.

You Choose A Tithe Frequency: Weekly, Semi-Monthly, Or Monthly.
You Choose When You Want Your Account Debited.

0 B A B R

ENROLLMENT IN ELECTRONIC DONATION TRANSFER FOR SUNDAY GIVING
Please enter the amount you wish to give and how often:

$ Weekly (Transferred every Monday)

$ Semimonthly (Transferred on 1st & 14th)

$ Monthly (Transferred on 1st or 15th—indicate preference)

$ I wish to give this amount electronically weekly for 2nd collections using the same account
information.

CREDIT CARD OPTION

Name Credit Card Type

Address Credit Card #

Phone Expiration Date

CHECKING ACCOUNT OPTION

Simply attach voided check

I authorize Good Shepherd Church to process entries from my credit card or checking account as
noted above. This authority shall remain in effect until I give reasonable notification to terminate this

COVID-19
In accordance with the Contra Costa Health
Services order dated March 16, 2020, the parish will be
physically closed until April 7th.
We are operating the office virtually through the telephone (925-432-6404), our web site
www.goodshepherdpittsburg.org,
or email at
office@goodshepherdpittsburg.org
All masses are suspended, but the chapel is available 24 hours a day to provide a place of prayer and
solace. We will be providing more information on the celebration of sacraments soon.
We appreciate your understanding in this matter and praying for your health and safety and a swift
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-____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Estimado Rebarfio del Buen Pastor,

iFeliz Domingo de Ramos!

Es dificil creer que celebraremos nuestro Domingo de Ramos sin gente en la iglesia; y en base

a la situacion actual cuando los casos positivos del coronavirus aumentan todos los dias, es

posible que tengamos que transmitir en vivo nuestras celebraciones de Triduo y Pascua en
linea también. jQue triste! Los mantendremos informados en nuestro sitio web. Pero al menos todavia po-
demos adorar a nuestro Sefior, ya sea en linea o fuera de linea.

Cada ano cuando llega el Domingo de Ramos, escuchamos la Pasion de nuestro Sefior -como fue arrestado,
juzgado, maltratado y sacrificado en la cruz. Cada afo se presenta el mismo drama divino. Pero mi pregunta
es: (Lo oyes demanera diferente? ;Qué revives cada vez que celebras el Domingo de Ramos? Especialmente,
este afio lo celebramos entre la sombra de la crisis y el miedo al Covid-19.

Creo que la mejor manera de reflexionar sobre la Pasion del Sefior es compartir con ustedes una historia in-
spiradora que encontré en el libro de Matthew Kelly, "Redescubriendo el Catolicismo". Esta es s6lo una his-
toria de cuento para hacer énfasis al sacrificio de nuestro Sefor; pero suena como lo que estamos enfrentando
ahora con el brote de coronavirus.

Imagina esto.... estas conduciendo a casa del trabajo el Lunes proximo después de un largo dia. Sintonizas tu
radio. Oyes que anuncian sobre un pequefio pueblo en la India donde algunos aldeanos han muerto repentina-
mente, extranamente, de una gripe que nunca antes se habia visto. No es gripe, pero tres o cuatro personas
estan muertas. Estan enviando a algunos médicos para investigarlo. No piensas mucho en eso, pero al volver
a casa de la iglesia el siguiente Domingo, escuchas otra noticia en la radio. Solo que dicen que no son tres
aldeanos, son 30,000 aldeanos en las colinas traseras de esta zona en particular de la India.

Para el Lunes por la mafiana, cuando te levantas, es la historia principal. No es so6lo la India; es Pakistan, Af-
ganistan, Iran, etc. El Presidente de Francia hace un anuncio que conmociona a Europa. Est4 cerrando sus
fronteras. No hay vuelos desde la India, Pakistdn, o cualquiera de los paises donde se ha visto esta misteriosa
gripe. Y es por eso que esa noche estas viendo un poco de CNN antes de ira la cama. Habres tu boca en
asombro cuando escuchas una conversacion traducida al Inglés de una mujer francesa llorando en un pro-
grama francés de noticias. Hay un hombre tirado en un hospital de Paris, muriendo de la gripe misteriosa.
Esto ha llegado a Europa. El panico empieza a difundirse. Lo que se sabe es poco y lo mas que pueden decir,
es que después de contraer la enfermedad, la tienes durante una semana antes de que te des cuenta. Y tienes
cuatro dias de sintomas increibles. Y luego mueres. Gran Bretafia cierra sus fronteras, pero es demasiado
tarde.

Y es Martes por la mafiana cuando el Presidente de los Estados Unidos hace el siguiente anuncio: "Debido a
un riesgo para la seguridad nacional, todos los vuelos desde Europa y Asia han sido cancelados. Y entre estos
cuatro dias nuestra nacion se ha sumido en un miedo increible. La gente se pregunta: ";Y si esta gripe miste-
riosa llega a este pais?" Es Miércoles por la noche, y estas en una reunion de oracion de la iglesia cuando al-
guien corre desde el estacionamiento y grita: "jEnciendan un radio, enciendan un radio!" Y mientras todos en
la iglesia escuchan las noticias desde un pequefio radio transmisor con micréfono. Dos mujeres estan en un
hospital de Long Island, muriendo de la misteriosa gripe. En cuestion de horas parece que esta enfermedad
envuelve al pais.

La gente esta trabajando todo el dia, tratando de encontrar un antidoto. Nada esta funcionando. Y de repente
salen las noticias. El codigo se ha roto. Se puede encontrar una cura. Se puede hacer una vacuna. Van a
tomar la sangre de alguien que no ha sido infectado. A todo el mundo se le pide que hagan simplemente una
cosa: Vayan a su hospital del centro de la ciudad para que les analicen su sangre. Eso es todo lo que les pedi-
mos. Por supuesto, cuando ta y tu familia llegan tarde ese Viernes por la noche, hay una fila larga, y tienen
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enfermeras y doctores saliendo y pinchando los dedos y tomando sangre y poniéndole etiquetas. Tu esposa y
tus hijos estan ahi fuera, y toman tu sangre y te dicen, "Espera aqui en el estacionamiento, y si llamamos tu
nombre, puedes ser despedido y podras volver a casa". Te quedas esperando, asustado, con las otras personas,
preguntandote qué diablos estd pasando, y si este es el fin del mundo.

De repente, un joven sale corriendo del hospital gritando. Estad gritando un nombre y agitando un portapape-
les. (Qué? ;Lo grita de nuevo! Y tu hijo tira de tu chamarra y te dice, "Pap4, ese soy yo". Antes de que te des
cuenta, han agarrado a tu hijo. "Esperence un minuto, esperen!" Y dicen, "Esté bien, su sangre estd limpia. Su
sangre es pura. Queremos asegurarnos de que no tenga la enfermedad. Creemos que tiene el tipo de sangre
adecuado".

Cinco minutos mas tarde, salen los médicos y las enfermeras y estan llorando y abrazdndose unos a otros,
algunos incluso se rien. Es la primera vez que ven a alguien reirse en una semana, y un viejo médico se te
acerca y te dice: "Gracias, sefior. La sangre de su hijo es perfecta. Esta limpia, es pura y podemos hacer la
vacuna".

A medida que la palabra comienza a extenderse por todo el estacionamiento lleno de gente, la gente esta gri-
tando, rezando, riendo y llorando. Pero entonces el doctor de pelo gris te hace a un lado a ti y a tu esposa y
dice: ";Podemos hablarles un momento? No nos dimos cuenta de que el donante seria menor de edad y nece-
sitamos... necesitamos que firmen un formulario de consentimiento".

Empiezas a firmar y luego ves que la caja para el nimero de litros de sangre a tomar esta vacia. "C-c-c-
(Cuantos litros?" Y ahi es cuando la sonrisa del viejo médico se desvanece, y dice: "No teniamos idea de que
seria un niflo pequefio. No estdbamos preparados. jLa necesitamos toda!" "Pero... Pero... No entiendo. jEs mi
unico hijo!" "Si, pero aqui estamos hablando del mundo entero. Por favor, firmen. Nosotros... Nosotros...
iTienen que apurarse!" "Pero no le pueden dar una transfusion?" "Si tuviéramos sangre limpia, lo hariamos.
Por favor, ;podrian firmar por favor?" Después de un momento de silencio, les dijeron a los Padres, ";Les
gustaria tener un momento a solas con su hijo antes de que comencemos?"

(Podrias como Padre ir a esa habitacion donde tu hijo espera sentado y te pregunta: "Papa? ;Mama? ;Qué
estd pasando?" ;Podrias tomar sus manos y decirle, "Hijo, tu mama y yo te amamos, y nunca dejariamos que
te pasara nada que no tuviera que ser pero es necesario! ;Entiendes eso?" Y cuando ese viejo doctor vuelva y
diga, "Lo siento, tenemos que empezar. La gente en todo el mundo se estd muriendo", ;podrian irse?
(Podrian dejarlo ahi mientras €l nifio les dice, "Papd? ;Mama? ;Papa? por qué... ;por qué me han aban-
donado?"

Y luego la proxima semana, cuando tengan la ceremonia para honrar a tu hijo por su sacrificio, y algunas per-
sonas duermen a través de la ceremonia, y algunas personas ni siquiera se molestan en venir porque tienen
mejores cosas que hacer, y algunas personas vienen con una sonrisa pretenciosa y simplemente con desden y
no les importa, /tu quieres saltar y decirles: "jPor favor! jMi hijo muri6 por ustedes! ;No les importa? ;No
significa nada para ustedes?" Me pregunto, ;Si esto es lo que Dios quiere decirmos? "Mi hijo murid por ust-
edes. ;No significa nada? ;No saben cuanto esto me importa?

Esta historia nos une a la Santa Misa. Cada vez que venimos a la Misa, celebramos el Santo Sacrificio de
nuestro Sefior en expiacion por los pecados y la muerte. Pero, mis queridos amigos, la muerte de nuestro
Sefor no tiene sentido si no sentimos que somos parte de ella, si no sentimos su sufrimiento cada vez que pe-
camos contra €1, lo desobedecemos, mentimos, robamos, traicionamos, engafiamos, no apreciamos el Santo
Sacrificio de la Misa, ponemos un clavo en el corazén de Cristo, lo crucificamos.

Tal vez necesitemos una nueva perspectiva. Tal vez necesitemos salir de nuestro egocéntrismo. Tal vez nece-
sitemos una perspectiva que no sea, que hay en esto para mi. Hay algo personal de venir ante nuestro Dios en
un Domingo y adorarlo, decir gracias y simplemente estar agradecido. Hay algo especial el de participar en la
Misa del Domingo porque sabemos que Dios se hace presente para nosotros todos los dias de nuestras vidas.
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ESTUDIO BIBLICO EN ESPANOL
Quieres aprender mas sobre la Fe? Quieres fortalecerte en ella y vivirla plenamente?
Apartir de Agosto, cada tercer y cuerto Lunes de cada mes, de 7-9pm en el salon pequeio de la oficina. Ven

GRUPO DE ORACION UNCION DE LO ALTO- Viernes 7-9pm en las oficinas parroquiales y Sdbados de
10:30 am-11:30 am en la Capilla con el Santisimo. Para mas informacion por favor contactar a Laura y Al-
vino Alvarez 925-765-0231. Si tienes talentos musicales y tocas la guitarra ven acompafalos.

GRUPO ESCUELA DE LA CRUZ Cristo te espera, ven a descubrir su amor divino y su misercordia! te es-
peramos los Miercoles 7:30pm-8:30pm (Oficina Parroquial). Para mas informacion, por favor comunicate
con Romeo Gonzalez 925-565-9320.

EL GRUPO DE LA DIVINA MISERICORDIA -

Miercoles 6pm-7pm en la Capilla y
Jueves 6:30pm-8:30pm, en el salon de la oficina. Para mas Informacion, por favor comuniquese con Lidia

Castarieda 925-705-3045.

LA VIRGEN PEREGRINA - Las Familias que desean inscribirse después de la Misa para llevarse a la Virgen

CUARESMA-Tiempo de Oracion y Reflexion Los invitamos a participar en las proximas fechas:
Jueves, 5 de Marzo( Parroquia) 7:00pm a 9:00pm

ATENCION COMUNIDAD HISPANA ATENCION MONAGUILLOS
Si les gustaria participar en la sagrada Misa y aprender

aun mas de su FE,
comuniquense con
Rebeca & Bulmaro al 925-286-2276, ellos los guiaran y

Si algiin miembro de la comunidad Hispana esta in-
teresado en recibir visitas a domicilio o comunion
a los enfermos, por favor comuniquense a la oficina

parroquial para hablar con Carmen y establecer este
servicio para nuestros miembros enfermos y confina-

Reflexion de Cuaresma: “Encontrandome con + Las cartas del 2019 de donacion de im-

Cristo” puestos estan disponibles llamando a la
oficina parroquial al 925-432-6404. por

Encontrandome con Cristo, es un proceso de for- favor, indique si desea recogerla o que

macion espiritual intenso para la Cuaresma bus-
cando una relacion personal con Jesus. Esta for-
macion esta basada en:

se la enviemos por correo.

+ (NUEVO PARAEL

“Si el Ministerio no fluye desde un en- 2020!

cuentro personal y de una relacion con- Misas trimestrales para la "Uncion de
tinua con el Seiior, entonces, no importa los Enfermos' tendran lugar los Saba-
como lo ha logrado, ese Ministerio carece dos a las 10am, comenzando Mayo 2,
de alma vital y fuente necesaria para dar Agosto 10 y Noviembre 7

frutos duraderos”

Inscribase con Carmen en las oficinas o al final de
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WEEKLY COLLECTION

3pm Daily Livestream on the Good Shepherd
Facebook Page
Mon Walter Mosca t

Please help contribute to the

Tue Capupus Family smooth operation and good ser-
Wed  Capupus Family vices of our parish, especially
Th 7:30 Morning P . o . .
b om T Death Anniversary of Alex during this most difficult time.
Rubang Sr & Feliciano Navera You can give your donations to
Fri 12 pm Bi-Lingual Stations of the Cross .
3pm  Passion, Veneration & any staff member or place in the

Holy Communion
7 pm Passion, Veneration &

mail slot in the ministry build-

Holy Communion lllg dOOI'.
Sat 7:30 pm Morning Prayer
8pm  EASTER VIGIL -For the People We appreciate your generosity
Sun 7am Deceased Members of the Miller, and for making Good Shepherd
Orozco & Montez Family .
8:30 am Frank & Rose Aiello Family a part of your family.
10 am Sal “Tudi” Bruno f
12 pm Agapito & Erlinda Bonifacio 1 Fr. Thi

3:00pm FOR THE PEOPLE OF THE PARISH
*=Fr. Thi, #=Fr. Christopher, A=Fr. Helmut

Prayer for a Pandemic

May we who are merely inconvenienced remember those whose lives are at stake.

May we who have no risk factors remember those most vulnerable.

May we who have the luxury of working from home remember those who must choose be-
tween preserving their health or making their rent.

May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their schools close remember
those who have no options.

May we who have to cancel our trips remember those who have no safe place to go.

May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market remember
those who have no margin at all.

May we who settle in for a quarantine at home remember those who have no home.

As fear grips our country, let us choose love.

During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other, let us yet
find ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbors.

Amen.

NEXT SUNDAY’S 2ND COLLECTION

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS

EASTER SUNDAY-No 2nd

Acts 10:34a, 37-43, Colossians 3:1-4, John 20:1-9 Collection scheduled
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2020 Lenten and Easter Celebrations

Drive through Confession During Holy Week
Holy Monday: 9am-10am & 6pm-7pm
Holy Tuesday: 9am-10am & 6pm— 7pm

Holy Wednesday: 9am-10am & 6pm-7pm
Holy Thursday: 9am-10am
Good Friday: 9 am-10am
Holy Saturday: 9 am-10 am

Drive your car to the church drive way, roll down the window, our priest will ap-
proach to your car to hear your confessions.

Easter Triduum
April 9-Holy Thursday
8:00am Morning Prayer/Liturgy of the Hours
7:00pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper
followed by Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until Mid-Night.

April 10-Good Friday

8am Morning Prayer/Liturgy of the Hours

12pm Liturgy with Veneration of the Cross

3:00pm Liturgy with Veneration of the Cross (Spanish)

7:00pm Liturgy with Veneration of the Cross
EASTER VIGIL

April 11-Holy Saturday

8:00am—Morning Prayer/ Liturgy of the Hours
10 am Rehearsal for Easter Vigil

EASTER

8:00am Mass

10:00am Mass

12:00pm Mass

3:00pm Mass — Spanish

April 12-Easter Sunday

April 18 & 19- Divine Mercy Sunday Celebration



